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. Mz, Benjania E, White
~Favircnmental Engineer |
"Total Patroleum, Inc.f..u'
East Superior St;eet L
_-'Ana, ‘ucnoan 43801

Dear W"'Wﬁxte.
-The operat1ng 11cense 1.sued Way 18, 1582, . fot your Conoany 8 haznrdcua
'waste treatment area, authorizes the Director of the Michigm Department .
- of Natural Resources (MDNR) to require monitoring for hazardous waat"s-j' _ o
“or hazardcus waste . components (Part 1.16) and outlines specific momitoring .
requﬁre".nta (Part II.4). .In respense to these menitoriag rcqulrements, '
‘youz Company has collectad ‘geveral. sets’of samples of shallow and decp'
';o:ounuvate“ and soil-pore wnter bevlnn.ng in July, 1982. - Staff of the“
. MDNR have reviewed these various submittals and respcrded out11n1n~
:the def‘c1enc1es and 1nadequac1es in these data. :In reapense to’
these staff commeits, representatives. of your, Company aad our’ staf"ﬂ
have had ceetings ‘and . you have propose d and conducted numarous follcw--
up sampllng ertorts. :

N

Your latﬂst submlttals have proposed :urther samplxng'effortn to meaSure
resxot*VL.;, 'soil ccataminants, evPanded gtoundwater sanollno and moxre ' .
datalled att»mpts to define the’ snec1f1c contam;nants 1n thg_grounddater"“3"

_-It is’ clea., baoed ca the numeroua samples collect= , that the groundwaters—
in ‘the vicinity of the land tréatment area are contaminated. -On July 7, .1:-
1383, you first notified r. James. Cleary, Acting Director of the HDuh,; o

ST . as required “in Part 1.29 of the license, that ccnductivity exceeded :
"7 .. - ‘backgroind concentraticas in samples ‘collected in June, 1983 in 'two .

v test wells (5 and 6) and total organic ca*bon exceaded bacxground levels
7 in. cne test well (6) CA follow-up series of campl~s “eollected in Aug ust,

1983 and submitted on. SeptembeL 6, 1983," ‘showed that the 3r0Lndwatcr
in seven other wells (3, 15, 16, 17,18, 19 and 20) ‘exceeded baczoround{

~Iavels of tha or1glna1 two constxtuents plus chlo de, sulph te and/or'
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iy ave: t;background’ ;
s culculatcd ‘due’ "to a'chanzo’ln the lnalyt!cal ncthod durlns thcﬁtirnt
. year's sampling. * However, during ‘the”seccnd year ‘of sazpling (1983) 5%
“all. values for’ lead in the background well (4) verc lesn than datectable
(0.0003 mz/1). Detectable lead concentrations were detected: in"wells '’

+6,°9, 17, 19 and 20 at levals as much 28 100 tizes the lizit of dacecuéa
(0. 031 mg/l .n well 20).”._..,- : I

Your Coup’ny s p041.10n has ccnsxst tlj been tﬁat the groundwatar
'contamxnatlﬁn has -not resulted from the present waste disposal actxvxtzea
at tha land treatment facility. You have maintained .that these hreund~
‘waters ‘are ccntamxnated dua to the paat practices :of your Company of .~

" disposing’ of wustﬂs in pits on 2 porticn of the site now occupied by o

.- the land treatment focility.  Because of this contention, the MDIR .

., allowed the g;tyndcd series of studies and investigationa to be con~ "~

" -~ducted during 1983.  He agreed ‘that your Company should collect these

T addxhxo1al samules d condac~ t e ndd*tloaal 1nv#.t1gatlcns to decermxne.

" specific cmtstxtueﬂts that were elevated in the grounﬁuatnr .
-nor1~cn;al and verhxcal extent of the ccntam.nated oroandwater

Despx:e the various. samp11no effcrts and xnvestxgat;ona conducted since

~1982 at. this facxllty, tnese thvee questlcns hava not:been adequatyly

.1n_tne land treat*ant area. - Given chat your Comoany has had adequatﬂ
‘tize and has not proven-the land trestment facility is not the source
‘of ccntamxnatxon, we must conc lude the lend treatment system has failed. .
You ahould therero—a, stop aap1y1ng hazardoug waste to the land treatuent

systea as requxred in- Part I-.G A.1 of the ‘operating licenses for this"
;fucxllty.ﬁ - LT

“Pa rta II.o, AZ) 3 and & of the ope:at.n~ licanse rnqu1~
;muau-a.ely prevent off~site’ mxgr tion of contaminaats, take approptlate
addxtxonal action presc‘zbed in the contxnoency plan ‘and take action™:
to capture and treat escaped matarial, © You should, as soon_as possibdle,
“but in no event later than April 20, 1984, comply with thess steps. ;@ .
Given that the vrouncwater contaninaticn way, .in fact, result.from past
waste dxpposal practxces and tha* a cx:ended amount of study has alreadj




‘been conducted at’ this site, we would consider a limited extension of |
“this compliance deadline for your Coupany to conduct additional studies.
- Such studies must adequately and accurately snswer the above three gnneral
questions and must be. conpletod by July 1, 1984, We would agree to . ...
meet with your Company to review and comment cn any proposals you would
‘make to answer these. questlon. and we would further agree to complete
.our revveJ of all avai labla data and maxe a fxnal deczs1cn by Anguat 1
1984 Y= T

=t

{If you do not wxsh to conduct Lurther atudxes, yon must comolj wxgh P
'tne above operating license :equxrements (Parts 11.6.4.2, 3 and 4) by ;ff
“the zbove date (April 20, 1984). 'In either event, no furtker hazardous
,wastes are to be’ applied to the land’ treatment" systbn'unlesé and uatil
I'you receive written approval from me. ‘I will only issue such approval
.,zf I .am conflden:'that the land trea:men:“syst»m has not. faxled.f
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;belbertnkeéior, Chief
~Hazardous Wasc;.D1v1sxon
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